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Dear Gator Families,
Welcome to the 2016-17 school year! We have had an absolutely wonderful
start to our year. Our Gators enter our campus each day with smiles on their faces
and are ready to learn. We are building strong foundations of learning and
collaborative environments for our students. Our school expectations are modeled
in each classroom and are evident throughout our school: Be Kind, Work Hard,
Every Day Counts! Our school spirit is at an all time high because we are:
Going Above The Others Reaching Success.
We look forward to celebrating in many ways this year to honor our students’
successes.
We want to thank our parents for following our school-wide expectations and
policies, which can be found in your student’s planner and in the parent packet you
received on Registration Day or the first day of school. We ask parents to please
consider and adjust personal schedules, as our school days are six hours long and we
Arrival Time:
need every moment for teaching and learning. As of the first 10 days of school, we
9:25 - Students may get breakfast
had 138 tardies and 118 early pick-ups. Please realize how important it is for your
in the Cafeteria.
child to be ON TIME and present in class in order to learn. Every minute you bring
9:35 – Students may go to class. your child late or pick them up early is learning lost and an interruption to the
9:50 – Tardy bell rings
classroom. Please make arrangements for appointments to be before or after school
hours, if at all possible. EVERY DAY COUNTS!
Dismissal Time:

3:40 - Students are dismissed.

Office Hours:

Please take the time to visit our web site and join our Facebook page. This
will allow you to keep up with upcoming events. We also encourage you to complete
the on-line volunteer registration. We welcome our approved volunteers to work
with us on our campus. We hope you are able to attend our mandatory Volunteer
Orientation meeting, on 9/13 at 2:00 pm or 5:30 pm. We encourage our dads to
attend and sign up for our W.A.T.C.H DOGS (Dads Of Great Students) program. We
also welcome every parent to join and become an active member of our PTO. Our
first meeting is at 2:45 pm on 9/13. Our parents play a vital role in the success of our
school.

8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Upcoming Events:
9/1 - – Bookfair begins
9/5 – Labor Day –No School
9/6 – Open House 6-7:30
9/6 –Book Fair open until 8pm
9/13 – 2pm or 5:30pm Volunteer
Orientation
It’s going to be a tremendous year of growth and opportunity for our Gulf
9/13 - 2:45 pm PTO Meeting
Highland Gators! Everyday is a ‘GATOR’ific day that creates learning that lasts!
9/14 – Fall Pictures
Sincerely,
9/15 – GTE Banking Day
9/16 – Progress Reports
9/20 – 8:45am SAC Meeting
Judith A. Cosh, Principal
9/26 – 8:45am Gator of The
Month
9/26 – Cookie Dough Fundraiser
Kelli Boyers, Ass’t Principal
begins

Gulf Highlands Families,
The P.E. Staff at GHES would like to welcome you to the 2016-2017 school year. We have an
exciting year of wonderful activities planned for your children.
We need your help! Please be sure that your children are prepared for physical activity. Dress
them in the proper clothing that will allow them to move and be comfortable. Dresses & skirts must have
shorts underneath. Also, remember that the required footwear for PE is sneakers, sandals, flip-flops,
crocs, and dress shoes are not permitted due to safety concerns.
Your student will have P.E. three times per week (1 day may be Music & Motion), along with
recess everyday. This schedule will remain the same at least through Winter Break.
A few important suggestions:
• Apply sunscreen at home
• Bring a water bottle
• If your child is unable to participate,
a note is required.

• Drink lots of water prior to P.E.
• Wear a hat and sunglasses
• A doctor’s note is required for mor
than three (3) days of non-participation.
Thank You,
Mrs. Fulmer, Mrs. Kostakis
And Mr. Bellomy

GULF HIGHLANDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL!

MUSIC MATTERS
Ms. Ward and Mr. K. enjoyed welcoming your children to our music classrooms this year. It is
exciting to see all of our returning students as well as meet the new students.
We are forming an ORFF ensemble. ORFF is a group of students that play a variety of musical
instruments. Our first ORFF rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 7 at 8:15 a.m. in the
music room. We will be continuing to have Chorus, which will begin on Tuesday, September 6
at 8:15 a.m. in the music room. Permission slips for both of these groups have been handed out
during music classes.
Instruction on how to play the recorder will occur throughout the school year. Recorders will
be sold beginning on Tuesday, September 6. Recorder kits will cost $5.00 each and includes a
recorder, cleaning rod, and a book of music. Recorders are only available to grades 3-5.
Thank you to all of the parents who sent in school supplies for music. Your generosity is much
appreciated!

CAR RIDER PICK-UP
Thank you for your patience the last few weeks when picking up your students in the car rider
area. To make dismissal run safely and efficiently, when picking up your child at car-riders:
• Please have your car rider pass visible on the dashboard of your vehicle before arriving at the
car rider area. You must have a car-rider pass to pick up your child. If you do not have a car
pass, you will have to park and go to the front office to get one.
• Parents are not allowed to walk up to the car rider area to pick up their children. You
must be in your vehicle and in the car line.
• Smoking is not allowed anywhere on campus, including in your vehicle.
Thank you for your support with helping us run car-dismissal safely, efficiently, And timely.
Your Specials Team

Please sign up to be a volunteer at Gulf Highlands Elementary School. Before you
can start volunteering, you must fill out a volunteer application and be approved
by the district. The volunteer application is located online at the Pasco County
School web site under the PARENT link. If you do not have access to a computer,
you are welcome to use a computer at school to complete the application. Once
you are on the approved list, you can begin volunteering and/or chaperoning field
trips. We will be having a volunteer orientation on September 13 at 2:00 PM or
5:30 PM. If you have any questions, please contact: Marie Soltz at 727-774-7700.
"Copies of our school Parent Involvement Plan, School
Improvement Plan and the District Parent Involvement
Plan are available upon request in our school office.
There documents may also be accessed through
our school website."

Going Above the Others Reaching Success for ALL!
NOTIFICATION OF INSPECTION FOR
ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
issued a final rule, 40 CFR Part 763, Asbestos
Containing Material in Schools, commonly referred
to as AHERA. This rule requires all Local Education
Agencies (LEA’s) to identify asbestos containing
materials (ACM) in their school buildings and to
take appropriate actions to control the release of
asbestos fibers.
All inspections for Gulf Highlands Elementary have
been completed and a Management Plan
describing the results of the inspection and the
action plan to control any asbestos found during
the inspection, where applicable, has been
submitted to the Governor for approval. A copy of
this plan is located in the administrative office of
this school and at the District School Board of
Pasco County Maintenance & Facility Services
Department and is available for review upon
request.
Parents Right to Know
You have the right to know the professional qualifications
of the educators who instruct your child. Federal Law
allows you to obtain certain information in a timely
manner about your child’s classroom teachers and
instructional assistants/paraprofessionals. You have the
right to ask for the following information about each of our
child’s teachers and instructional
assistants/paraprofessionals:
1. The teacher’s Florida certification area(s) and if the
teacher is teaching infield or if the teacher is
qualified infield, or if the teacher is qualified infield
according to the District School Board of Pasco
County.
2. The teacher’s college degree(s) and areas of study.
3. The teacher’s advanced college degree(s) and
areas of study.
4. The qualifications of any instructional
assistant/paraprofessionals who provide services
to your child.
If you would like to receive any of this information, please
send a written request to your child’s school.

Florida Parental Information and Resource Center
(Florida PIRC)
The Florida Parental Information and Resource Center
(Florida PIRC) at the University of South Florida and the
Florida Parental Information and Resource Center of the
Family Network on Disabilities are centers previously
funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Their goals
are to:
*Improve parental involvement in education so Florida’s
students are better prepared to enter school.
*Increase students’ academic achievement
*Promote family involvement in education through
partnerships between The Florida Parent Information
Resource Center of FND (PIRC) and schools, parents, other
organizations, agencies, parent centers and community
based family partners through technical assistance and inservice training materials and trainings for educators and
families.
*Provide information, training and support for
families and educators to:
*Increase family awareness of education issues.
*Increase educators’ awareness of the issues that
impact family involvement for at-risk, minority or
hard-to-reach families.
*Increase the numbers and types of partnerships
between parents and schools.
Families and schools may access a broad range of
information and resources by visiting the Florida PIRC at
the
University
of
South
Florida
(http://www.floridapartnership.usf.edu/default.htm) and
the Florida PIRC of the Family Network on Disabilities
http://www.fndfl.org/projects/pirc/index/asp .
Florida PIRC Parent Notifications ma be viewed in English
at:
http://www.floridapartnership.usf.edu/documents/parent
_notification/PIRC_Parent_Notification_English_2010_040
9.pdf
and in Spanish at:
http://www.floridapartnership.usf.edu/documens/parent
notification/PIRC_Parent_Notification_Spansih_2010_0409
.pdf
Parental Information and Resource Centers were created
under the No Child Left Behind/Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.

